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they coincided in general with those of the British che-   .C**ap'
mist.    But Fourcroy and Vauquelin investigated the
subject farther, and were led to conclude that mercury
does not enter into the composition of palladium.
In Germany the investigation was taken up by Rose
and Gehlen, and by Richter; but none of these chemists
succeeded in forming palladium artificially. Neither
were the attempts of Trommsdorf and Klaproth atten-
ded with better success* My own trials to obtain the
results of Chenevix were not more fortunate.
This uniform failure led the generality of chemists
to suspend their judgment, and even to suspect that Mr
Chenevix had allowed himself to be deceived. This
naturally induced him to resume the subject, to exa-
mine with more precision the mutual action of platinum
and mercury, and to ascertain the circumstances upon
which their union depends. These new experiments
were sent to the Royal Society, and read at one of their
meetings in January 1805. The week following Dr
Woliaston read a paper on palladium, vindicating the
conduct of the unknown discoverer, and assigning his
reasons for believing that he had procured it from crude
platina. He finished,. Jby acknowledging that he him-
self was the discoverer; -that he had separated it during'
a-long continued series of experiments on crude platina;
and that the occurrence of several anomalous circum-
stances had induced him to act as he did, that he might
have leisure to examine and explain the whole of the
phenomena, before he ventured to publish an account
of them in his own name.
This avowal of Dr Wcllaston entirely destroj^ed the
presumption which had induced Chenevix to under-
take his original experiments ; namely, that palladium